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In the Claims 

Please cancel claim 2 and amend claims 1 and 3 through 14 
as follows: 

1 (currently amended). Ar -An extendible gate for attachment to 
a base unit mounted adjacent a traffic path to block traffic 
flow along the traffic path, said gate comprising: 

A) a first hollow member affixed to the base for limited 
rotation between open and blocking positions, 

B) a second member in th e first hollow m e mb e r b e ing 
displaced along an extension axi3 for a displacem e nt 
distanc e, 

C) support means in said first hollow member for 

supporting said second member for longitudinal 
movement along an extension axis with minimal sliding 
friction, and 

G-)-D) a stop member internally of said first hollow member 

defining the limits of the displacement distance 
whereby in the open position said second member nests 
in said first hollow member and in the blocking 
position the extension axis slopes downwardly from 
the base unit whereby said second member extends from 
said first hollow member under gravity to a position 
determined by said stop member thereby to block 
traffic flow along the traffic pathway , said second . 
member returning to it nested position under gravity 
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as the extension axis acquires an upward slope from 

the base unit . 

2 (canceled) . 

3 (currently amended) . A— An extendible gate as recited in 
claim [[2 ] ] 1 wherein said first hollow m e mb e r includes a 
support structure for 3aid second member and 3aid support 
structur e means includes a plurality of axially spaced bearing 
means for minimizing sliding friction between said first and 
second members. 

4 (currently amended) . A— An extendible gate as recited in 
claim 3 wherein said support structure means forms an inclined 
ramp with a maximum thickness proximate the base unit and a 
plurality of axially spaced bearings for rotation about bearing 
axes that are perpendicular to the extension axis, said second 
member extending longitudinally from said first hollow member 
when said first hollow member is in a substantially horizontal 
position. 

5 (currently amended) . A— An extendible gate as recited in 
claim 3 wherein said support structure means comprises a 
plurality of axially spaced bearing sets mounted to said first 
member for circumscribing said second member, each bearing set 
having a plurality of angularly spaced bearings that rotate 
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about bearing axes that are perpendicular to the extension 
axis, said second member extending when said first member 
inclines downward from the base unit . 

6 (currently amended) . ft— An extendible gate as recited in 
claim [[2 ] ] 1 wherein said stop member includes a first stop 
element affixed to the interior portion of said first member 
and a second stop element affixes affixed to an outer portion 
of said second member. 

7 (currently amended) . A— An extendible gate as recited in 
claim [[2 ] ] 1 additionally comprising a second stop member in 
the first member proximate the base unit thereby to limit the 
motion of the second member when th e ext e ndibl e gate said first 
member moves to the open position. 

8 (currently amended) . A— An extendible gate as recited in 
claim [[2 ] ] 1 wherein the base unit includes a source of 
electrical power, said first member extendibl e gat e 
additionally comprising an electrical heater and thermostat 
that prevent the formation of ice within the extendible gate. 

9 (currently amended) . A— An extendible gate as recited in 
claim [ [2- ] ] 1 wherein said second member includes visual 
annunciators spaced along the length thereof. 
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10 (currently amended) . A— An extendible gate as recited in 
claim 9 wherein the base includes a source of electrical power 
and said visual annunciators include electric lights embedded 
in said second member. 

11 (currently amended) . A— An extendible gate as recited in 
claim 10 additionally comprising a plurality of electric lights 
on the exterior of said first member. 

12 (currently amended) . A— An extendible gate as recited in 
claim [[2]] 1 additionally comprising an end structure on the 
end of second member that is remote from the base unit , said 
end structure including a rotatable foot the engages the ground 
at the traffic path when said extendible gate is in the 
blocking position. 

13 (currently amended) . A — An extendible gate as recited in 
claim [[2 ] ] 1 wherein each of said first and second members are 
formed a3 extruded structures. 

14 (currently amended) . A railroad crossing gate comprising 
for blocking a highway comprising: 

A) a base unit mounted in the ground adjacent the 

highway and having a source of electrical power, a 
rotatable arm and an electrically operated motor for 
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rotating said arm between an open position and a 

blocking position, and 

B) a gate including: 

i) a hollow member having a first end affixed to 
said rotatable arm whereby said hollow member 
rotates between the open and blocking positions 
with said arm, 

ii) an extendible member slidably mounted in the 
first hollow member to be slidable from an inner 
position to an outer position relative to said 
hollow member along an extension axis with 
minimal sliding friction , and 

iii) a stop that defines the outer position of said 
extendible member whereby in the open position 
said extendible member nests in said hollow 
member and in the blocking position said 
extendible member extends from said hollow 
member under gravity to the outer position 
thereby to block a traffic on the highway from 
the railroad crossing. 

15 (original) . A railroad crossing gate as recited in claim 14 
wherein said hollow member includes a support structure for 
said extendible member and said support structure includes a 
plurality of axially spaced bearing means for minimizing 
sliding friction between said hollow and extendible members. 
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16 (original) . A railroad crossing gate as recited in claim 15 
wherein said support structure forms an inclined ramp with a 
maximum thickness proximate said arm and a plurality of axially 
spaced bearings for rotation about bearing axes that are 
perpendicular to the extension axis. 

17 (original) . A railroad crossing gate as recited in claim 15 
wherein said support structure comprises a plurality of axially 
spaced bearing sets mounted to said hollow member for 
circumscribing said extendible member, each bearing set having 
a plurality of angularly spaced bearings that rotate about 
bearing axes that are perpendicular to the extension axis. 

18 (original) . A railroad crossing gate as recited in claim 14 
wherein said stop member includes a first stop element affixed 
to the interior portion of said hollow member and a second stop 
element affixes to an outer portion of said extendible member. 

19 (original) . A railroad crossing gate as recited in claim 14 
additionally comprising a second stop member in said hollow 
member proximate said arm thereby to limit the motion of said 
extendible member when the gate moves to the open position. 

20 (original) . A railroad crossing gate as recited in claim 14 
additionally comprising a heater and thermostat that prevent 
the formation of ice within said hollow member. 
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21 (original) . A railroad crossing gate as recited in claim 14 
wherein said extendible member includes visual annunciators 
spaced along the length thereof. 

22 (original) . A railroad crossing gate as recited in claim 14 
wherein said visual annunciators include electric lights 
embedded in said extendible member. 

23 (original) . A railroad crossing gate as recited in claim 22 
additionally comprising a plurality of electric lights on the 
exterior of said hollow member. 

24 (original) . A railroad crossing gate as recited in claim 14 
additionally comprising an end structure on the end of said 
extendible member that is remote from said arm, said end 
structure including a rotatable foot the engages the ground at 
said traffic path when said extendible gate is in the blocking 
position. 

25 (original) . A railroad crossing gate as recited in claim 14 
wherein each of said first and second members are formed as 
extruded structures . 
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